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GREETINGS FROMMESSAGE FROM
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Today, from a global perspective, we are 

dealing with a head count of almost 10 billion 

people, with active military conflict in regions 
known for sustained large-scale food produc-

tion and with a daunting reminder that food 

security indeed starts at home. The Covid-19 

pandemic exposed our vulnerability to address 

access to basic local food supplies in the event 

of complete lockdowns. During the pandemic, 

it was common to see long queues of people 

all over the country desperately waiting for 

food hampers and supplies. 

From a food security viewpoint, many world 

countries are lightyears ahead of South Africa. 

These countries have large industries of small-

holder and niche farmers, producing food in 

confined spaces such as their backyards. 

AgricultSURE has researched how other 

countries develop their small scale farmer 

industry and we now offer these ground- 
breaking initiatives to South Africa  

and beyond.

Resource assessment programmes
The resource assessment programmes we 

developed consist of two differently ranked 
vetting programmes. Firstly, a pre-assessment 

vetting programme is applied across the larger 

region or country to identify various potential 

sub-agrihubs.

Secondly, it is followed by a more detailed 

assessment (of these pre-selected regions)  

that includes the compilation of a database  

on off-taking opportunities, the sustainability  
of natural resources and the profiling of  
participating farmers.

The TV series Niche Farmers proved that  
even rooftops and garages can effectively be 
used to farm. NO one is therefore excluded, 
regardless of circumstances, where they live, 
their knowledge or access to funds.

There is plenty to complain about, but will  
it make any difference? No! So, let’s focus on  
the areas where we can make a difference,  
and that is bringing HOPE, ideas, work, income,  
and food in the best way we know how –  
with agriculture.

You don’t need lots of money, land or  
knowledge to get going. With a crop like  
saffron, it was proved that you can earn a  
decent income on a very small piece of land. 
Same for the hydroponic farmers, where you 
don’t need lots of space but can vertically grow 
your business – by growing literally upwards.

As Wilson B. Nkosi said in the Niche Farmers 
TV series, “Change is coming” and it did come. 
Thousands of new farmers benefitted from 
the programme. Approximately 200 ideas were 
shared on Niche Farmers and Nisboere (7 series). 

We invite everyone to join the movement.  
If you are serious about growing South  
Africa, we invite you to share this with as 
many of your friends as possible, especially 
the ones struggling to make ends meet.
This magazine contains various initiatives  
and many useful, tried-and-tested ideas with  
concepts that work, so anyone can follow  
with minimum risk and effort.

The AgricultSURE Home Garden Starter  
Pack is revolutionising veggie gardens by 
growing plentiful crops and by creating  
new entrepreneurs daily. 

Some small farmers plant for their own needs, 

but others plant and sell to earn income.  

Page 8 shows how a R259 seed pack can yield 

vegetables worth about R2 000!

The Small Farmer Starter Pack all-in-one  

solution is very popular, especially for areas 

where water is scarce. From the water tank, solar 

pump, drip irrigation, seeds, fertilisers and more, 

it is literally all you need to start a small farm. 

A good plan has no value without proper  

training and page 12 tells more about how to 

ensure your dream bear fruit with Agri Skills.

You won’t find a more comprehensive and  
value-for-money meal, than Genesis (page 26).

Decanting of chemical products is illegal,  

you don’t know what you get, or how the  

products should be applied. Therefore, the 

Efekto product range on page 22 is a fantastic 

solution for small or aspiring farmers. 

The Hippo Roller is an award-winning innova-

tion to help where communities have to carry 

water over long distances, see page 32.

If you know of any smart, innovative solution, 

please share it with me at corne@laeveld.co.za 

and we can list it in this magazine, and who 

knows, maybe you can be on TV soon.

Enjoy this magazine and help us to spread 
this good news to every single person serious 
about bringing change. Either for their own 
family or the community around them, but 
ultimately for the country.

All the best. Let’s GROW our country  
by growing our crops.

This process also assesses the risk of small scale 

farmers and is aimed at supporting commercial 

banks with structuring entry-level microloan 

facilities to engage those small scale farmers 

and to expose them gradually to the commer-

cialised agricultural industry.

Skills training and Starter Packs
Once a clearly defined group business case is 
developed in conjunction with the participating 
growers and small scale farmers in a region, 
their respective enterprise development needs 
are matched with the skills and training require-
ments. This is done in collaboration with our 
training service provider, Agri Skills Transfer. 

Added to the training, the participants are 
introduced to optimal farming practices, 
top-quality crop inputs, application equipment 
and Starter Packs offered by AgricultSURE.

These Starter Packs include a selection of the best 
essential items to grow crops successfully. As 
one of these options, the Small Farmer Irriga-
tion Starter Kit offers a complete drip irrigation 
system, with a tank and tank stand, a recharge-
able electric backpack crop sprayer and a variety 
of additional add-ons. It can be rolled out in  
a single day and enables the farmer to apply 
precision farming practices, and deposit water 
and nutrients directly into root zones. 

The Home Garden Starter Pack and  
the Maize Starter Pack offer unique  
opportunities for gardeners and small  
scale farmers to get a head start.

Looking at the bigger picture Dear Changemakers

There is only one way, that I am aware of, to get South Africa back on track to become one  

of the most prosperous countries in the world. It is to use every piece of unused arable land 

effectively, and to involve as many people in South Africa in doing so. 
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AgricultSURE, has joined forces with Laeveld Agrochem to support the development of  
up-and-coming farmers not only in South Africa, but on the entire subcontinent. 
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Small Scale Farming introduction
HOPE

For more information  
Kobus Hurter: kobushurter@laeveld.co.za

WE CAN HELP

Offering a complete support programme in collaboration 
with partners within the LAC group. 

Excellent opportunities within the agricultural 

and small scale farmer industry are viewed as 

the culmination of top-quality resources to  

be found in specific geographic regions. 

Resources are balanced using precision  

practices to support small farmers hands-on 

with custom-selected input and equipment,  

as well as the mitigation of risk through  

applying uniquely designed starter packs.

 

As part of an integrated approach to  

promote food security across the region,  

we also distribute Home Garden Starter Packs 

to introduce crop production and gardening 

practices among all communities. 

Resource Assessments Precision Approach 

Food for good 

Agr,cultSURE 

Starter Packs 
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Food security and sustainability
By Kobus Hurter
Business developer and trainer
AgricultSURE and Laeveld Agrochem

SMALL SCALE FARMING

The contribution made by small farmers or 
smallholder farming is often questioned on 
the African continent, and this is very much 
the case in South Africa and its region.  
Since smallholder farming on the subcontinent 
has not yet been properly formalised, it is often 
quoted within a politicised context or regarded 
as a subsistent practice and not recognised as 
an agri-business with a commercial focus.

When all other connotations are muted and  
the reality strikes that smallholder farmers of 
the region are achieving tomato crop yields 
of over 100 t/ha, only then is it noted that high- 
margin crops have the potential to take farming 
communities to a new level.

The question in hindsight is often: “Why and 
how is this overlooked?” The answer to that is 
more complicated, since commercial farming 
requires a special mindset and skills, which 
are mainly transferred from generation to 
generation.

All generations in the line of duty in a  
commercial family farming setup are impor- 
tant, but the first individual who deals with 
cashflow, cost and production per unit issues, 
and who is prepared to live by the rules of 
crop and/or livestock income in an open 
climate and society, should have a special 
commitment to back themselves to lay  
the foundation.

the volume and pricing) are determined,  

the economic potential to produce these  

commodities can be assessed.

Cashflow is always a challenge and dedicated 
small scale farmers will almost without excep-

tion start their careers by buying and selling 

crops. Once enough money is available, the 

first crops are planted and would normally be 
leafy crops – simply because they are sooner 

available to be harvested in order to overcome 

cashflow strains.

New small scale farmer entrants soon under-

stand that close to a 100% plant population 

is vital, and that filling the gaps of dying and 
underperforming plants on a continuous basis, 

is as important as is the quality of the seedlings 

and the ability of a variety to perform in  

kilograms or units per plant, as indicated by  

the breeder’s acclaimed genetic potential.

A simple calculation of X plants per area 

multiplied by Y kilograms or units per plant, 

multiplied by Z rands per kilogram or unit,  

does not entertain much room to beat around 

the bush. It is a downright, straightforward 

calculation and all about making double sure 

that the required quantity and best quality 

In the case of establishing smallholder farmer 
businesses, this is the same – even the same 
set of resources applies to small and large  
commercial farmers.

The selection of these resources would be 
initiated with the process to identify an agricul-
tural commodity or commodities which are in 
demand, and which would have an economic 
value to sustain the development of a farming 
production unit.

In some of the suburban parts of large metro- 
poles in Africa such as Windhoek, Luanda, Dar 
es Salaam and Lusaka, the latest technology 
is applied to locate high-carbon monoxide 
emissions in the late afternoon in order to spot 
taxi ranks. There is an unmistakable  correlation 
between taxi ranks and informal food outlets, 
and once the commodities on hand (as well as 

of everything is applied on time – the rest is 

history and hard work.

In China it is claimed that about 100 million 

impoverished residents were lifted out of 

poverty during the period from 2010 to 2020, 

covering more than 800 counties and 128 000 

villages, all through smallholder farming ven-

tures. The African continent has even more 

natural resources on offer than what is avail-
able in China and by applying the same focus, 

the smallholder farming sector can be used to 

cluster groups of small farmers to form large 

commercial farming units.

Once equipped with the best application 

equipment and direct crop inputs, these 

farming units can become extended production 

facilities for larger companies. Once the net 

yield return of clusters of smallholder farmers 

stabilises and offers a lucrative flow of income, 
the opportunity exists to extend the life of prod- 

ucts through processing, which normally will 

upscale entire industries in a sustainable way.

Laeveld Agrochem recognises the plea to  

support smallholder farmers and welcomes 

the opportunity to engage and participate  

in synergies to assist with formalising the 

industry on the subcontinent.

For more information, contact: kobushurter@laeveld.co.za
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SMALL SCALE FARMING

R2 000
Minimum order  

of 2 buckets. 
Excluding delivery.

THE SOLUTION

One 20 L bucket contains the input for ½ hectare of 
maize. Requires ½ hectare land OR 5 000 m2.

CONTENTS
l  Maize seeds to plant ½ ha.
l  Pre-plant treatment.
l  Fertiliser.
l  Protective equipment 

 (goggles, gloves etc.).
l  Insect monitoring kits.

Maize Starter Pack2

All you need to become a maize farmer in one Starter Pack.

8 GROW

Laeveld Agrochem and AgricultSURE invite you to use agriculture as a means to change 
lives. These Starter Pack solutions are created to produce food and reduce hunger, but 
also to create jobs and agri-preneurs. Most of all, it is to empower everyone with the 
opportunity to participate in fulfilling their dreams within the agricultural domain.

THE SOLUTION
One seed pack can produce up to 100 kg of vegetables 
on 15 m2 of land size and provides quality nutrients as a 
supplement for a family of 6 for 6 weeks.

Home Garden Starter Pack1

1

Home  

Garden 

Starter 

Pack
Home garden -  

Winter vegetables

Each pack contains:

GUIDE FOR 
15M² SPACE

Onion, Cabbage, Spinach PLUS Kale, 

Radish, Beetroot, Carrots and Turnip

3   

5   

+
main vegetable
varieties

bonus crops

As seen on

8 crop seed packs 
  
Crop nutrition products 
 
Crop protection &  
treatment products

Guide rope 

Ruler 

Stickers

1

Home 
Garden 
Starter 
Pack
Home garden - 

summer vegetables

Each pack contains:

GUIDE FOR 
15M² SPACE

Baby Marrows, Beans and Spinach 

PLUS Tomatoes, Kale, Cabbage, 

Butternut and Grey Squash 

   

  

+
main vegetable
varieties

bonus crops

As seen on

8 crop seed packs

Crop nutrition products

Crop protection & 
treatment products

Guide rope

Ruler

Stickers

½ Hectare White Maize Starter Pack

ORDER OR DONATE:  Tel: 060 458 8483    Email: HGSP@laeveld.co.za      www.laeveld.co.za/seedpacks

THE SOLUTION

Essential equipment to set up a precision-focussed 
irrigation farm on a land size of 500 m2  OR 1 000 m².  
With optional add-ons.

CONTENTS
l  Drip irrigation system. 
l  1 500 L water tank. 
l  Galvanised steel tank stand.
l  16 L solar chargeable, battery- 

 operated crop sprayer.

OPTIONAL EXTRA ADD-ONS (not included)
l  A selection of 250 m2 premium Starter Packs.  

 (With a selection of seed, fertiliser and IPM).
l  Hand planters and other mechanised equipment.
l  Solar pump and panel kits (off the grid).
l  Protective clothing.
l  Training and online support.

Small Farmer Starter Pack3

R46 000

R69 000

Excluding delivery.

Excluding delivery.

500 m2

1 000 m2

500 m2

OR
1 000 m2

R259
per pack

As seen on 

TV Series

View online: 
The Niche Farmers episode  
featuring the seed packs.
www.nichefarmers.com.

Veggies from 
one seed pack!
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Prices are correct as of January 2023, and 
might vary from what is indicated below.Starter Pack solutions

R259
per veggie  
seed pack.

Delivery in RSA: 
R100 for 1 to 2 packs.
R120 for 3 to 5 packs.

5+ to be quoted.

CONTENTS OF EACH SEED PACK
l  8 Vegetable varieties (seasonal).
l  Illustrated instruction manual.
l  Fertiliser, soil health enhancement  

 products.
l  Integrated pest management products.
l  Utensils to measure plant spacing.

WINTER PACK
Onions, cabbage,  

spinach.
Bonus crops: Radish,  

beetroot, carrots  
and turnips.

When to plant:
Feb/Mar/Apr.
Warmer areas: 

Feb/Mar/Apr/May.

SUMMER PACK
Baby marrows, green 

beans, spinach.
Bonus crops: tomato,  

kale, leaf cabbage,  
butternut and grey  

skin pumpkin.

When to plant:  
Oct/Nov/Dec/Jan.

Warmer areas:  
Sep/Oct/Nov/ 
Dec/Jan/Feb.
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www.saffricon.com

PRODUCTION BENEFITS
l Excellent crop to diversify the farming  

 enterprise.
l A fair amount of land can generate a  

 high return.
l Income potential from saffron.
l Planting material provided is already  

 acclimatised to the Southern Hemisphere.

SAFFRON CHARACTERISTICS 
l Winter crop: March to October.
l Temperature threshold of -15 °C to 45 °C.
l Moderate quantity of irrigation water required.
l Frost resistant.
l Low fertiliser cost and low production cost.
l Labour intensive during flowering in April.
l Low maintenance throughout the rest of the year.
l Mediterranean climate. 
l Sandy, loam soil.
l Saffron can be planted in a summer rainfall  
 area, but well-draining soil is essential.

ORDER
ONLINE

1. TRIAL PACK
For farming and specifically for the trial run.

3. GARDENER PACK

2. BUY-TO-OWN PACK

For those who want to plant a few 

corms in their garden for own use.

The Buy-to-Own, harvest delivery and  
purchase agreement:

SAFFRON ORDER OPTIONS

7 kg  
Saffron corms

Fertiliser and programme
 by Agri Technovation  
via Laeveld Agrochem 

Soil analysis by  
NviroTek and  

Agri Technovation

Plant and Saffron 
Grower’s Manual

Phone and email 
support by Saffricon 

Including VAT.  

Delivery costs excluded. 

ORDERS
Orders opened in October 2022  

for the 2023 season.

Excluding VAT.  

Delivery costs excluded. 

ORDERS
Orders opened in October 2022  

for the 2023 season.

Includes:
l 7 kg Saffron corms of different sizes for 20 m2,  
 roughly 500–700 corms. 

l Fertiliser and saffron-specific fertilisation programme
l Soil sample, analysed by NviroTek and  
 Agri Technovation with saffron-specific suggestions.
l Saffron Grower’s Manual and online training
 with planting instructions and support.

l MYFARMWEBTM platform to monitor the data.

l Saffricon sells saffron corms to the farmer for   
 planting on their own. 

l The farmer should deliver 100% of the saffron  
 harvested from the corms to Saffricon at the  
 prevailing market saffron price, subject to the   
 authorised ISO grading quality of the  
 specific harvest.
l The agreement is for 36 months (3 planting seasons)  
 with the specific intention to include the first year  
 of saffron planting and harvesting season. 
l After the 36 months, there will be an option to renew  
 the agreement for a further 36-month period.

Includes:
l 10 Saffron corms.
l Basic plant instructions.

R250
per pack

Various
options

R15 000
per pack

Excluding VAT.  

Delivery costs in South Africa included. 

ORDERS
Orders opened in October 2022  

for the 2023 season.

Cultivate saffron
DIVERSIFICATION

Saffricon, the first official farming producer in South Africa, is offering trial packs for 
producers to explore farming with saffron. With support from Saffricon, the producer 
plants and cultivates saffron on their own land. The buyback of flower threads is  
guaranteed. Package options for farming and for the home gardener are available.

10 GROW



Agri Skills Transfer
Agricultural training with a difference

HOW WE DO THINGS

To become successful in agriculture you’ll  
need knowledge, practical experience, and 
mentoring. Agri Skills Transfer uses expert 
facilitators and assessors to train and mentor 
our learners. We share our collective know- 
ledge and experience through full-time and 
distance-learning courses in primary and  
secondary agriculture.

The courses we offer allow us to focus on  
skills development nationally. We happily go 
where our clients are. We work with them to 
tailor their training to their industry as much  
as possible. We develop and adapt our  
curriculum to deliver the best product,  
in our case training, to our clients. 

We are fully accredited with AgriSETA and  
have a wide scope of skills programmes and 
the full qualifications that we offer.

If you choose our full-time training option,  
you will intermittently live, work, and study  
at our Cullinan Farm and Windy Brow Game 
Reserve. When not at either of these sites,  
you will be at home completing online theory  
modules. Our distance-learning option is ideal  
if you already have a practical site/workplace. 

At the beginning of 2019, a dream of our 
founders came to fruition when we accepted 
our first 15 live-in students at our Cullinan 
Farm Training Centre. In 2022 we collaborated 
with industry leaders, Morgan Beef and Windy 
Brow Game Reserve, to offer additional live-in 
and practical sites. These sites provide dormitory- 
style accommodation to the learners, where 
they can complete their studies, while also  
getting valuable practical experience at the 
same time. This is extremely beneficial when 
seeking future employment.

The learners get to see first-hand how a farm  
is run and maintained and how to handle 
the everyday challenges you cannot learn by 
reading books. They also gain a great sense 
of achievement from witnessing the growth 
and then the sale of their crops and livestock. 
In some instances, they even attend auctions, 
buy and then rear their own animals.

In our current social climate, it is essential to 
allow learners to get quality hands-on training, 
and we provide just that. Expansion is on the 
horizon and we’re looking forward to the 
growth that 2023 has to offer.

OUR HISTORY

In 2004 Agri Skills Transfer was established 
for training in the primary and secondary  
agricultural sectors. We started out with learn- 
ership training and assisting international  
corporations with running projects in our  
local communities. As the years went on, we 
decided to expand and focussed heavily on 
National Certificate and National Diploma 
courses. 

In 2012 we started with our distance learning 
options, allowing individuals to study while 
they work. Distance learning also proved  
popular with farming enterprises, giving them 
the opportunity to upskill their employees 
and give them a formal qualification. Not  
only that, but these courses offer an amazing, 
blended learning experience where learners 
must complete theory and practical training  
to successfully complete their certificate or 
diploma course.

However, we realised that the ultimate way 
forward will be to have an agricultural training 
facility where students have the best of both 
(training & practical contact sessions combined 
with workplace experience). 

You can continue to work, and you can com-
plete your theory online via Google Classroom. 
Both options are excellent choices and will  
give you great insight into the farming world.

Established and new farmers who do not  
have time to spare will find our short courses 
ideal. These courses are between 3–5 days 
long and consist of theory and practical com-
ponents. Learners visit a working farm where 
demonstrations are done and then have the 
opportunity for hands-on practical experience 
with the assistance of their facilitator. We have 
a wide scope of short courses that range from 
beef cattle to poultry. 

These agricultural short courses cover all  
the basic information needed to start or 
improve your farming venture.             >>

www.agriskills.net
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Agricultural training with a difference
from previous page

SHORT COURSES 

Call  centre: +27 (0)860 10 36 35
E-mail: admin@agriskills.net

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

Agriculture is an important investment for  
the nation as well as for individuals. Your 
passion for animals or plants can lead to a 
food-secure future for yourself and your  
community. Dreaming big can lead to you 
becoming a major player in South Africa’s 
agricultural sectors. 

With this in mind, we continuously add  
new courses to our scope and improve  
our practical training facility near Cullinan.  
Expansion is on the horizon, and something  
we actively strive for, and we’re looking 
forward to the growth that 2023 has to offer.

l AGRI TRADE
 National Certificates NQF Level 2 & 4

l POULTRY
 General Education and Training Certificate NQF  
 Level 1, National Certificates NQF Level 2 – 3

l SHORT COURSES
 Beef Cattle, Goats, Piggery, Plant, Poultry,  
 Sheep, Veggie Farmer, Drive a Tractor

l OTHER
 Gap experience – Agritourism

COURSE LIST

AgriSETA Accredited

l ANIMAL PRODUCTION
 National Certificates NQF Level 1 - 4,  
 National Diploma NQF Level 5

l PLANT PRODUCTION
 National Certificates NQF Level 1 - 4,  
 National Diploma NQF Level 5

l FRUIT PACKING & GRADING PROCESS
 National Certificate NQF Level 3

l MIXED FARMING
 National Certificates NQF Level 1 – 2

www.agriskills.net

Agri Skills’ main focus is on the National 
Certificate and National Diploma in Animal  
or Plant Production. Training is offered to 
individuals and corporate clients. AgriSETA  
accredited skills programmes and learnerships.

l Basic Poultry Production

l Basic Sheep Production

l Basic Tractor Operator

l Basic Beef Cattle

l Basic Goat Production

l Basic Pig Production (piggery)

l Basic Plant Production

LAEVELD AGROCHEM 1514 GROW
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Training
& skills

development

Saamstaan’s vision is to offer a Mixed  
Farming Systems learnership programme, 

with theory and practical components, 

stretching over a year period.

Learning & 
development

Farming
experience

Saamstaan was started by Laeveld Agrochem 

as the bursary sponsor and lead employer, 

with AgriSkills as the training provider and 

the project is supported by two full-time  
on-site facilitators and mentors.

Learners will receive theory and practical 

training in agriculture and gain experience 

in the field.

Practical
skills 

training
Saffron
farming

Mixed 
Farming
Systems

Theory  
& studies



South Africa’s agricultural industry is readying

itself for two major paradigm shifts, namely,

the rapid ascendance of black commercial

farmers and, no less, the evolution to niche

farming as a viable enterprise for both small

and large role-players.

Point is, the future is here and the industry

needs to gear itself for this exciting chapter in

the development of South Africa’s agricultural

sector. For suppliers it is a matter of getting

ahead of the curve by being involved from

the start or, conversely, being left behind.

Together, Nisboere and Niche  

Farmers will provide the perfect  

channels to serve the interests  

of both industry and farmers.

More than bringing aspirational stories  
to viewers who are hungry for uplifting,  
meaningful and enabling content, Niche  
Farmers presents fantastic opportunities  
to sponsors and collaborators for reaching 
both budding and successful black farmers/
entrepreneurs in the space of agri-innovation.

Every episode is jampacked with valuable 
insights from successful black commercial 
farmers and niche farmers, always supported 
by the expertise of leading suppliers and 
role-players in agri-business. It is the perfect 
platform for brands in the greater agri-space 
to showcase their products and expertise  
to this previously neglected yet critically 
important target market.

Point is, the importance of black farmers’ 
role in agriculture can no longer be under-
estimated and Laeveld Agrochem, together 
with its partners, intends to employ Niche 
Farmers as a powerful channel to reach out 
to them on an unprecedented mass scale, 
from the lower to the upper LSMs, on both 
free-to-air and subscription-based television 
channels. 

In fact, Niche Farmers will even reach  
viewers in Africa as a whole, including  
countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya,  
Uganda, Namibia, Botswana, Malawi,  
Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Tanzania, 
DRC and Cameroon, on the subscription- 
based DStv platform.

PRESENTERS

To ensure maximum drawing power, Niche 

Farmers is anchored by the much loved and 

inimitable Wilson B. Nkosi who has built a 

strong following over many years on Metro FM, 

South Africa’s second-largest radio station, with 

a weekly listenership of 5,24 million.

To spice the show up even more, Wilson is  

ably complemented by Rozanne McKenzie, who 

has earned her reputation as an astute media 

personality on both television – with shows like 

Besigheid wat saak maak – and radio, as a  

presenter on Jacaranda FM.

Nisboere 7 series, is anchored by Laeveld  

Agrochem’s Corné Liebenberg and Phillip 

Venter, both of whom have played a critical 

part in pioneering and shaping the show’s 

format over the years. In the new season  

of Nisboere, their roles once again evolve,  

this time around to ensure complete  

synergy with Niche Farmers.

From Nisboere to Niche Farmers
Anticipating the future of SA agriculture

N  

N Two x five seconds branded squeeze backs.

N 

N  

N  
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www.nichefarmers.com
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Change is coming with Niche Farmers 

VIEW ALL THE PAST EPISODES 
ONLINE ON YOUTUBE

FREE

www.nichefarmers.com
http://bitly.ws/tYgb

N  

N Two x five seconds branded squeeze backs.

N 

N  

N  

Together, Nisboere and 
Niche Farmers will provide 
the perfect channels to 
bring change.

TV SERIES

The Niche Farmers TV-show started in August 2020. Described as the 
“first of its kind” TV series, the new ‘Niche Farmers’ show promises to 
debunk many of the conventional views about agriculture.

From the executive producer of the SAFTA award-winning television magazine programme 
Nisboere, which already boasts seven seasons, Laeveld Agrochem brings you the next 
evolution of this ground-breaking format with the launch of Niche Farmers – estimated to 
attract an audience of more than a MILLION VIEWERS per episode across three different 
television channels.

Everyone with a little bit of space and hunger to succeed can become a niche farmer. This 
is the unwavering belief of Laveld Agrochem, the crop optimisation and precision farming 
enterprise behind Niche Farmers, a brand-new television series.



Efekto and Wonder products
AVAILABLE FROM LAEVELD AGROCHEM

Efekto is a market leader in garden and home pesticides with a broad range of small pack  
insecticides, fungicides, herbicides and rodenticides. 

Wonder solutions work from the depths of the soil to the tips of the leaves, keeping  
plants healthy and strong.

The following products are now available through the LAC network.  
Contact your LAC agent or depot for more information.

l Plant foods

l Fertiliser

l Garden insecticide

l  Home insecticide

l  Fungicide 

l  Herbicide 

l  Garden insecticide

l  Rodenticide

l  Pet care insecticide 

l  Plant food
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HOME PEST CONTROL

Efekto Everdeath   100 g
Insecticide dust for home, garden and indoor use for the control  
of insects as listed.

Supa-Kill Fly Ribbon  4 pack
Sticky ribbons that pull out of a cardboard tube to trap flies  
and other flying insects. 

FUNGICIDE 

Funginex   100 ml
An emulsifiable concentrate systemic fungicide for the control of  
powdery mildew, black spot and rust on various ornamentals.

HERBICIDE  

Clear Up   100 ml
Weed and grass killer that will kill almost all annual and perennial  
weeds, grasses and other unwanted plants.

GARDEN INSECTICIDE  

Cypermethrin 200 EC  50 ml 
Works through a combination of contact and stomach activity to  
control both larval and adult insects.

Cutworm Bait   500 g
A granular insecticide for the control of cutworms on flowers, 
vegetables and shrubs only at sapling stage.

Karbaspray   50 g
A wettable powder insecticide for the control of pests as listed, for  
home, garden and public health for the control of pests as listed.

Malasol   100 ml
Insect spray for outdoor, indoor and garden use on select fruits,  200 ml  
vegetables, and other plants. 

Stalkborer Granules Plus Shaker (Replacement)  1 kg  
A granular ready-to-use insecticide for the control of maize stalk  
borer (Busseola fusca). Maize and sweetcorn.

RODENTICIDE 

Supa Kill Rat & Mouse Sachet Display 100 g
A highly active anticoagulant, ready-to-use bait for the control of rats and 
mice in households, industrial, public health and agricultural markets.

PET CARE INSECTICIDE 

Karbadust   200 g
Garden and home veterinary dusts for the treatment of pests as  500 g
listed with dogs, cats, poultry, birds, lawns and ornamentals.

FEATURED EFEKTO PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTED BY LAC
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www.efekto.co.za        www.wonder.co.za

FEATURED WONDER PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTED BY LAC

Efekto and Wonder products available

from previous page

AVAILABLE FROM THESE LAEVELD AGROCHEM BRANCHES

Addo 060 401 9894

Bapsfontein 010 634 0463

Belfast 063 157 8837

Brits 012 252 6027

Delmas 083 259 9228

Ermelo 082 800 4919

Groblersdal 013 262 2492

Hazyview 082 923 4690

Hoedspruit 087 806 2063

Humansdorp 074 887 9587

Kirkwood 082 874 9013

Koster 061 534 1524

Lichtenburg 081 760 7559

Louwna 053 050 0150

Lydenburg/Orichstad 013 235 4862

Marble Hall 013 261 1039

Nelspruit 013 752 7191

Pietersburg  015 293 0560

Potchefstroom 018 139 0918 

Tzaneen 015 308 0025

Vredendal  079 288 9613

Waterpoort 076 912 3797 

LAC head office  012 940 4398

PLANT FOOD

Wonder Kelp   500 ml
An organic seaweed concentrate and plant growth stimulant which can  

increase the number of flowers and the root and shoot masses of  
flowering and ornamental plants.

Wondersol All Purpose  500 ml
Designed to feed foliage, encourage root development and improve  

flower and fruit development.

ORGANIC FERTILISER  

Wonder Super Bloom  1 kg 
A specialised slow-release fertiliser, enriched with micronutrients and  

organic biostimulants. This technology delivers essential nutrition to  

flowering plants to ensure that they make the most of the flowering season.  
It is suitable for use in your rose and flower garden, and encourages  
beautiful roses and flowers and more prolific flowering.

Wonder Veggie Garden 1 kg
A balanced, organically enriched (Bio Green Granule) fertiliser ideal  

for vegetable and herb gardens. Ensuring produce quality and quantity,  

with natural flavour and nutrients. 

Wonder Lawn Booster 1 kg

A general lawn fertiliser suitable for all lawns. Boosting slow-releasing  

technology, this product is perfect for year-round use – ensuring you  

have a lush, green lawn that will have the neighbours green with envy!

Contact Laeveld Agrochem 
for more information
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CONTACT: Michelle  082 579 5517  |  Sam 082 227 4302

Make a difference in your community with Genesis products.
Order or donate and help Genesis in this way to reach more people.

PACKAGING OPTIONS

√  Two-in-one dual pouches
 50 g powder and 200 ml water 

√  50 g or 75 g sachets

√  1 kg bag

√  10 kg bag

√  25 kg bag

FREE FROM
gluten, wheat, 
lactose, nuts 

and eggs

WHAT IS SEL-PLEX®?

√  It only contains organic selenium, which  
 improves absorption by the body and has  
 no toxic effect.
√  SEL-PLEX® is clinically tested and approved  
 by the EU and FDA and backed up by key  
 scientific leaders.

WHAT IS BIO-MOS®?
√  A highly efficient prebiotic backed  
 by several clinical trials and  
 scientific research.

BENEFITS OF SEL-PLEX® AND BIO-MOSS®

√  Powerful immune system support.
√  Contain antioxidants.
√  Offers protection against diseases.

√  Improves intestinal flora. 
√  Improves nutrient uptake/absorption.

All GENESIS products are made with two unique patented and clinically tested  
functional ingredients, namely SEL-PLEX® and BIO-MOS®.

ORDER ONLINE: www.genesisnutrition.co.za

2 WOW INGREDIENTS:
SEL-PLEX® & BIO-MOS®

MULTIGRAIN NUTRIENT-DENSE 

HIGH-PROTEIN COMPLETE MEAL 

FOR FARMERS | WORKERS | ATHLETES | CHILDREN

GOOD NUTRITION = GOOD PRODUCTIVITY

GENESIS CONTAINS: w
√  55 Key nutrients
√  19 Amino acids
√  13 Vitamins
√  5 Electrolytes

GENESIS IS RICH IN:
√  Energy
√  Proteins
√  Fibre
√  Antioxidants
√  Omega-3 fatty acids

Good health starts with this complete 

meal in the palm of your hand!

FROM  

R2,50 PER 

BALANCED 

GLUTEN-FREE 

MEAL
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Better health starts here
GENESIS NUTRITIONAL PRODUCTS



High-quality products at a�ordable prices for the best nutrition and optimal productivity.
Everything your body needs from R2,50 per meal!

PRODUCT BENEFITS

√  High in proteins.

√  High in energy.

√  High in omega-3 fatty acids.

√  Contains 19 amino acids.

√  A complete, balanced, nutritious meal.

√  Contains 55 essential nutrients.

√  100% NRV (nutritional reference value) of 13 vitamins.

√  Can be mixed with water or milk.

√  Free of the most common allergens such as gluten, wheat and lactose.

√  Low GI meal for sustained energy.

√  Contains 5 key electrolytes that prevent cramps, offer fuel to muscles 

 and support the body.

√  Supports digestion and absorption of important nutrients.

√  Convenient and versatile – can be enjoyed as porridge, a shake or a fruit shake.

√  Can be enjoyed as a meal or a snack.

WHAT IS GENESIS?

GENESIS is a series of functional food and drink 
products that are scientifically formulated.
The products are specifically for people who have to 
work under extreme circumstances and therefore 
have above-average nutritional needs.

THE PROBLEM: WHAT DOES EXPERIENCE TEACH US?

√  It is a huge challenge to offer proper nutrition to a large workforce, who work  
 many hours under challenging circumstances in the fields.
√  The work efficiency of people who don’t take in the right nutritional value in the  
 right quantities and at the right time, drops significantly.
√  Poor nutrition can lead to a weakened immune system and thus create a breeding   
 ground for infections – it influences general health.
√  Poor or wrong nutrition leads to deficient concentration, which is directly related    
 to an increased incidence of accidents at work.

THE GOOD NEWS IS ... WE HAVE A SOLUTION!

√  All these challenges are now addressed with a scientific approach, which  
 makes guesswork unnecessary.

√  We have first-hand experience: A nutrition-based solution exists! 

√  GENESIS® offers the answer with its innovative packaging. We can provide  
 your workers with a high-energy, balanced meal in a convenient format  

 where  the powdered meal and water are provided separately in a dual pack.

√  GENESIS® is for everybody with its high-energy, multigrain meals:  

 Farmers, farm workers, mine workers, children and athletes.

√  This convenient solution for unique nutritional needs is offered 
 in different packaging.

A CONVENIENT 

MEAL

Quick, easy,  

no preparation 

needed

THE INNOVATIVE SOLUTION 

GENESIS OFFERS A HIGH-ENERGY BALANCED  

MEAL IN A CONVENIENT FORMAT

STANDARD PORRIDGE – PER 100 g PORTION

√  PROTEIN: 6 g protein

√  FIBRE: 1,5 g fibre

√  NUTRIENTS: 1 vitamin at 30% NRV

√  ANTIOXIDANTS: 1 antioxidant

GENESIS – PER 100 g PORTION

√  PROTEIN: 18 g protein

√  FIBRE: 6 g fibre

√  NUTRIENTS: 13 vitamins at 100% NRV

√  ANTIOXIDANTS: 5 antioxidants and minerals

3 X MORE 

PROTEIN 

AND FIBRE
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Biologicals and healthy crop production
PLANT NUTRITION

As global leaders, our integrated solutions for 
soil health, plant vitality and biorational pest 
control are supported in the field through our 
local team of biological experts.

Andermatt Madumbi is committed to maxi- 
mising economic returns and environmental  
sustainability for future-focused growers. 

Andermatt Madumbi aims to change the way food is grown.

”Healthy food and healthy environment for all” underpins our purpose, and is inspired  
by the knowledge that “Nature leads innovation”.

Biological solutions explained

The goal of sustainable farming is to grow healthy crops, in a healthy environment with 
minimal impact on the environment. 

A biological approach is holistic and recognises 
that all living systems are interconnected. A 
holistic approach incorporates root health, plant 
vitality and biorational pest control solutions.

Biological solutions offer natural, non- 
chemical alternatives. These may not be as  
immediate and as impactful as a synthetic  
pesticide, because they take a little longer to 
take effect. However, they are just as effective  
as their chemical counterparts and should be  
considered and included in the grower’s pest  
management programme. 

To learn more about biological crop solutions, 
visit www.andermatt.co.za.

Biologicals explained
Natural biological control takes place continuously, 
in its own unique way within every ecosystem.  

Using a garden as an example, biological pest 

control includes birds eating grubs; frogs eating 

insects; ladybirds (& others) feeding on insects 

and competitor plants out-competing others. 

However, it’s in the development of the beneficial 
microbes – bacteria, fungi and viruses – that the 

most meaningful product solutions  

are emerging.

 
Several strains of fungi and bacteria have 
been identified to be effective in the control 
and management of pests and diseases. Each 

has a unique mode-of-action, for example:

l Beneficial fungus Trichoderma asperellum is 

aggressive, fast-growing and quick to colonise 

root systems. It forms a symbiotic relationship 

with plant roots outcompeting and outgrowing 

fungal pathogens. It also manages root diseases 

(i.e., Rhizoctonia, Phytophthora and another 

damping-off disease), parasitising the pathogen 
by coiling around its hyphae, constricting,  

penetrating and eventually destroying it.

l Beneficial bacterial Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt),  

is one of the most successful and widely used  

biological pesticides in agriculture. When Bt cells 

and crystalline proteins in the formulation are  

ingested by Lepidoptera pest larvae, the specific 
gut enzymes found in caterpillars dissolve the  

protein. This disrupts the pest’s digestive tract 

causing it to stop eating and ultimately to  

become paralysed and die.

Teach me HOW?
Implementation is key, and typically the first 
stumbling block in change. At Andermatt  
Madumbi, we’ve simplified the ”HOW” into  
a simple 3-step approach:

Step 1: Build healthy roots microbes  
to feed the plants
A sustainable approach to crop production 
starts with healthy roots in microbe rich soil 
- the living ecosystem supporting all growth. 
”Building Roots and Soil” needs to become the 
next new lifestyle trend – our planet depends 
on this. 

Step 2: Nutritionally sound plants  
withstand hardship
Strong, healthy plants, like strong, healthy humans, 
are better equipped to fight infections, tolerate 
stress and grow to their full potential. New 
developments into the pivotal role of micro- 
nutrients, their availability and their interaction 
with soil microbes are revolutionising the way 
we think and “feed” plants.

Step 3: Control pests sustainably 
Significant developments have been made with 
regard to biological pest and disease manage-
ment options. Inoculating the ecosystem with 
beneficial bacteria and fungi allows the system 
to outcompete pathogens. It’s much the same 
as with human health! Several strains have also 
been scientifically proven to suppress common 
garden pests and diseases.

At Andermatt Madumbi, we form partner- 
ships with our clients, big and small, to find 
dependable, long-term, biological solutions  
for bigger yields, healthier crops, and a sustain-
able future. It is these partnerships that build 
trust and help us to develop solutions that will 
change the way we look at food, for all, and  
for generations to come. 

Start with WHY?
The modern consumer (quite rightly)  
demands toxin-free, healthy food – challenging 
conventional farming and production methods. 
Extensive research and development have 
been channelled into sustainable and biological 
alternatives – with growing success. 

Andermatt Madumbi is proud to bring these 
innovative, tried and tested, sustainable  
solutions to South African growers, now and 
in the future. 

Our aim is to educate growers on this sustain-
ability journey, with the hope of energising 
and invigorating a new culture and mindset. 
Healthy food is the foundation of life and our 
people and planet deserve the best.
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Trichoderma asperellum (T) parasitising Rhizoctonia (R). 
Electron micrograph image.



With the help of mentors, two young soccer 
players started a veggie garden in the Potgie- 
tersrus area a few years ago. Within two years 
they were able to harvest enough to sell their 
crops to the local Spar. With their profits they’ve 
purchased a smartphone to help them with 
marketing. 

The following season their profits were enough 
to purchase a motorcycle fitted with a plastic   
delivery box. These entrepreneurs are now    
working with Kobus Hurter and the Laeveld 
Agrochem team to expand their farming 
initiatives to 5 hectares. 

Read more about our Starter Packs:  
www.laeveld.co.za/smallscalefarming

The Hippo Roller

l Easily rolls 90 litres of water - equivalent to 
 a force of pushing or pulling 10 kilograms  
 on level ground.

l Moves four times more water than  
 traditional methods equivalent to carrying   
 a heavy bucket on your head.

l One Hippo Roller serves a household  
 average of seven people resulting in  
 an exponential impact.

Benefits of a Hippo Roller

l Appropriate technology innovation  
 with low to zero maintenance design  
 for tough rural conditions.

l Strong and durable with an average lifespan   
 of five to seven years - often lasting ten   
 years or more.

l Promotes sustainable small scale  
 farming with the added benefit of  
 income generation opportunities.

Awards

GLOBAL SDG AWARDS 2018 Sustainable  
Development - Water & Sanitation: Winner.

CNBC AFRICA AABLA 2018 All Africa Business 
Leader Awards: Innovator of The Year Finalist.

FROST & SULLIVAN 2016 African Rural Portable 
Water Solutions: Product Leadership Award.

THE INDEX AWARD BIENNIAL  
Index Award 2005: Top Nominee, Copenhagen.

SABS DESIGN INSTITUTE  
Design for Development: 1997.

Cullinan Design Award: 1992.

GET INVOLVED

Companies can brand the units, make a  
donation or get involved in different ways. 
Visit the website for more information  
and to order. 

The Hippo Roller
INNOVATION

For more info visit: 
www.laeveld.co.za/smallscalefarming

News and interesting facts

Land reform and the AAMP
Christo van der Rheede

Article extract from Agri SA news.

MAKING CHANGES
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https://agrisaonline.com/articles/ 
christo-says-land-reform-and-the-aamp

Click or scan to read the article.

 Small Scale Farming

A success story



LAC and AgricultSURE in action
SMALL SCALE FARMING
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Nearly 300 of South Africa’s finest young farmers  
and agri-preneurs attended the two-day summit in  
Sandton, Johannesburg in September 2022.

It was a great honour for Laeveld Agrochem to support  
the first-ever Mzansi Young Farmers Indaba. This event 
connected top talent with investors, funders and other 
industry stakeholders. A discussion was held on how  
South Africa can fast-track growth and commercialisation  
for the new generation of farmers. 

Minister Thoko Didiza is one of the keynote speakers  
at the event. The Mzansi Young Farmers Indaba  
is powered by Laeveld Agrochem, the Industrial  
Development Corporation (IDC), John Deere,  
Corteva Agriscience, Pannar, the Beer Association  
of South Africa and YehBaby Digital.

Historic first for the new 
cohort of farmers in SA

East London Expo - September 2022

For more information on how Laeveld 
Agrochem supports up-and-coming  
farmers as well as niche farmers:
www.laeveld.co.za/smallscalefarming
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Laeveld Agrochem, together with Betereinders and AgricultSURE, joined forces for a special day in  
Marble Hall, Limpopo this year. Small scale farmers received Vegetable Starter Packs and training  
to start their own vegetable gardens. Each pack contains enough seeds and all tools to produce up 
to 120 kg of vegetables. Genesis Nutritional Products food parcels were also distributed.

We farmed together, we filled potholes, we played soccer and of course we had a braai. 
Our dream is to teach people to build themselves and their community up through agriculture.

www.laeveld.co.za/seedpacks
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Laeveld Agrochem handed Home Garden Starter Packs to 229 Members of Parliament  
representing 52 African countries at The Pan-African Parliament (PAP) seating in Midrand in  
July 2022. Dr Brylyne Chitsunge, food security ambassador of the PAP was interviewed and 
stressed the importance of the Vegetable Garden Starter Pack and the Small Farmer Starter Pack 
initiatives to kick-start food production across Africa.

www.laeveld.co.za/smallscalefarming



Laeveld Laeveld Agrochem

Each one of us can make a difference, 
and together we can bring about change.

T  012 940 4398      www.laeveld.co.za    www.agricultSURE.co.za


